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At 6 o'clock in the iiiorninp on the 
9tli <lav of September :i coinnuiter of 
the suburban to^vn of Roxley High- 
Innfls, rushiup for his train with his 
nccKtic in one hand and a vredpe of 
pie iu the other, heard n moan by the 
ro.aJsidf, and ronintj a liurricd eye in 
that direction saw at first he took 

to be a bundle of raps in the bushes. 
A sccon<l plance showerl that it was 
a woman. The next iii.staut the still 
ftir raiip with his excited shouts; 

“Maida jiackefr! Help; Itelrd It’s 
Maid.a—^^aida Haokett'’ 

At once it seemed as if tho hither¬ 
to deserted road became alive with 
hurryinp peojilc, .all converpinp toward 
the spot, exclaimiiip to each other ex¬ 
citedly: “Maida JIaekett! Have tliev 
found herf Did tliev catch the kid 
nnpers? Where was she.' Who'll pet 
the reward?” 

The commuter wlio had made the 
discovery, losinp all thoupht of his 
train iu the tever of the moment, put 
his arm around the huddled body and 
raised the head to his knee as he' part¬ 
ly knelt on tho proiind. The face that 
be remembered so well in its fresh¬ 
ness and beautv was pale, worn and 
primed with dirt; tho eves that had 
been flash!ne black and handsome 
were closed beneath swollen, trem- 
hlinp lids; tho beautifullv shaped hands 
were now seamed and ‘soiled like a 
charwoman’s: the praceful bodv. al¬ 
ways so richly and stylishly attired, 
was covered with raps indescribably 
filthy; and from it arose a peculiar, 
nauseatinp odor that compelled tho 
uommuter, even in his excitement, to 
turn his head aside for fresh air, 
•‘Ileavons and earth; What has 
happened to her?’’ breathed somebody 
ID the fast paiherinp crowd around. 

“Get a doctor!” said the commuter 
30 .in .awestricken voice. ‘‘A carriape 
loo, .‘•omobod\. Quick! She is sutFer- 
inp—wo must take her home.” 

\ Stour man, evidently a slranper. 
f.tretclied Ins neck for a“ sipht of liie 
;<Ur.'iotion. 

\ *■ Wh.nl's the trouble?” he asked a 

' nciphbor. 

“It’s Maida IlackeTl; thcv’vo found 
\CT.” he .answered under liis breath. 

“ W.ns she lost—hey? What say?” 
fhe str.nuper inquircfl, stickinp ' his 
^iiead this way and that for l.iettcr 
view.s oyer tho heads and shoulders in 
trout of him. 

“Kidnaped—ten days apo—the 31st 
of .-Vupiist, .iiist after .<1)0 came out of 
the poslofljcc. Queerest tliiup that 
ever—'’ 

He stopped as a carriape pulled up 
besule them and tho pirl was lifted 
into it and driven away. Tlien he 

lucked at the stout man a.s if expectiup 
.•-01110 comment, but that peutleman 
.•-yiited rajiidly after the rollinp car- 
riape, and in a few minutes was hur 
ryiFip up the pardeii walk to the front 
door of the Ilackett place. 

The bearers were at the moment 
earryinp tho unconscious pirl into the 
hall, and he entered with them. .-V 
st^rvinp maid .stood weepinp on the 

jdazza, :infi Mr. Ilackett, in slippers 
!<ntl shirtsleoi’cs, wild with exeite- 

inont, was piviii^ orders so confused 
. nobody could ni.ike them out. 

1 The stout man, as one accustomed to 
meet inp cmerpencies, took the inert 
form in liis arms, startinp up the 

stairs 

“ tsliow me her chamber,” he said 
ever his shoulder to .Mr. Ilackett, add 
itip in a whisper: “I’m tho man vou 
sent for, from headquarters—tihermau. 
Where’s her room’’’ ami then lou.ier. 
'“Send for the family doctor. But do 
not worry. She’s ail'tiplit—only doped 
uith opium, that’s all.” 

“Only'” whispered otic of the bear¬ 
ers to another, imlipnantly, planciup 
alter tho stout man, who imuicdiatelv 
T'ursiied tho way tho distracted father 
(lointed out. 

The crowd i lial had 'mthcred around 
Hie house liopiiip to learn the facts of 
the straripo ease was tiisappointed, for 
it was more than twentv-four hours be 
tore the doctor pronoum.ed the victim 
well enoupli to relate her story, which 
was as follows: 

As she left the postoftire on tli.at 
memoralde eveninp slie was anoroaelied 
‘ bv a woman m a faded sliawl. elderlv 
r ami p.-ilhetie in appi-aranee, who told 
Lj that there w:is a family in e.vlreme 

o\er .at tlie “t'ormrs,” ami the 
!■ ii\ vcr had sent b.er. a ticiplibor. to 
.’l.■•e Miss Haclc'it twlio was known as 
W a |^>bilantliropi.st) it’ she l,•ollldn'♦ do 
I hotne'thitip for them—send a little to 
I e;it. ;\t anv r.ate. .‘•^lu- immediately 
■ )>romiso*d to a.ssisi I hem and ))ro|iosed 
< poirip iYt> ttie profcrv store for some 
1 loin] wh\Vh the woman miphl take to 
them, birf tho iatliT s;iid ili;il they 
Were iust puttinp up the Bliutlcrs at 
tJie store :.s she came l>v. 'I’liere was 
H small iilace near the “•’oniers,” she 

s.-iid, where prmerie.s were sold, ami 
they could p< t what they waidt-d there. 

: llaekell :iccompauio<l tin; woman 

w\J_io, sayinp it wa.s much the netirer 
Wav'.’, "cni across lots to tin* railroad 
Iraefe't which w:i: tin* rt-.-ison why iio- 
% k-"l seen llieiii, and followed it 

hoin'f ^•'l'^''’Jt!C.'. .Niphr. had cmiie on ami 


pN.sslv hml only :i vnmif* 

’ i(if \v*y-’n'ic ilicy were wlien In-r cotiduc- 
?'or v’lu>'i'''d up :i bine wlii<*h led to the 
le'-avin road, Thi.- llicy crosscil. i ntereil 
I'^iji’notIn-r l;ine. and very soon rem lied a 
Rtore-bke liiiildiiip, wliicli sat in a yard 
Burroiuide.l Iiy liilpo trees. It looked 


ooHorted. Shutters were over all tho 
windows, the steps werf: rotted and 
^agpinp, the root of the porch had 
fallen and was lianpinp a.s it liitelv to 
drop awav completely at .any moment, 
and the front door, painted white, in 
stranpe contrast to the remainder of 
the house, which was wood color, never 
havinp been painted at all. was at- 
j taclicd to the frame bv leather liinpe.s 
; which were nailed on the outsulo. .Vt 
j this door tlie woman knocked. Miss 
I Ilackett was chilled and friphteueil bv 
I the aspect of the uncanny jdfice. but, 

: refloi-.tinp that it was :i natural situa 
tion for a family eo miserably needy, 

I and full of pity, entered with her com¬ 
panion, when a voice called “Gome 
I in.’’ 

j She found herself at once in the 
liitchen, there beinp no hall, ami there 
i sat two men and two women, all 
sinokinp and drinking. Triplitcncd, 
Mi.ss Ilackett started to withdraw, but 
one of the men, a dark, pockmarked, 
evil-eyed, dirty fellow of about .aO, 
.jumped up and stood before the door, 

E reventing her. The woman who led 
er to the place liad disappeared. The 
j second man, who was young and brutal 
I appearing, with rod liair, tricky’ eyes. 

I and a huge hairy wart on the side of 
his nose, asked her what she meant 
by breaking in on respectable people 
that way. at the same time snatching 
her handbag, which contained a large 
roll of banknotes. These he counted 
and divided with the other man, whom 
he addressed .as “Pop.” The women 
demurred at this division of the spoil, 
when the youth suggested that they 
tske^ their share out of tho youug 
ladv's clothes ami jewels. Then* they 
had all fallen upon her, pushed and car¬ 
ried her to .'iti upstairs room, where 
the women stripped her of her jewels 
and outer clothing, and then .left her 
alone after locking the door bebiiid 
Ihcin. 

By the dim light of the smoking lamp 
they' had placed on a chair she saw 
th.at the room was .almost bare of fur- 
I nilure. .and that the one window was 
[ barred with iron. In a corner sagged 
^ nifffjed, filthy' bed, a broken pitcher 
lay on a rickety .stand, the slanting 
rough floor bad no carpet, the walls 
were frowsv’ with torn .ind soiled cheap 
paper, a piece of cracked looking glass 
was tacked in the corner near the barred 
windov.-, and on one side yawned an 
evil smelling fireplace choked with a.shes 
.soot, old cans, bottles, rags and paper. 
The air was close, vile. At first &ho 
could scarcely bre.athe in it. In these 
miserable quarters she was kept until 
she lost count of the day.s. It was 
often .so cold in the night, and she grew 
so weary and hopeless, that she finally 
overcame her repugnance to the filth 
of the bed sufficiently to lie down 
on it. covering herself with the rags. 
She found an old skirt and jacket in 
the fireplace, too, and these she felt 
compelled to put on. 

All this time of her detention not a 
word had been said to her by’ any mom 
her of the household, She frei]uentl\’ 
heard loud voices and sounds of ribald 
celebration downstairs, doors opening 
and shutting, the clatter of dishes, 
screams and laughter, incoherent sing¬ 
ing, and other indications of a too 
free and easy’ life. Once a day the 
darker man left her a plare of food of 
some kind and .a pewter dipper of wa¬ 
ter. Always she had spoken to liirii, 
asking what was wanted of her, oCTer- 
ing large sums of monev for her lib¬ 
erty’. But she never bad received anv 
answer. Her jailer wa.s ns dumb as tlio 
circumstances were peculiar. Then j 
finally one evening seeing that the door 
had not been closed after the food 
was brought in. she stole out, ran past 
tho kitchen in which the occupants were 
carousing, and trie<l to find her way 
home. But there was a strange confu¬ 
sion in her mind, her head swam, she 
felt hy stencal,. and she did not know 
which way to turn. She believed they 
had put some kind of drug in the food 
they bad given her. .She was weak in 
bodv. distracted in mind, having no 
sense of direction, and would not inquire 
of anybody for fear of recognition, on 
the one side, and, on the other, t»ur 
suit. So she had walked and stumbled 
and rail on through the night until ex¬ 
hausted. 'T'hcn .■’MO had lost conscious- 
ness, knowing no more until she awoke 
ill her own chamber. 

tJnly Mr. Hacltett, the f.amilv phvsi- 
cian, a maid and the stout detective 
were present at Hie telling of the 
talc, and before it. was finished the 
latter was ifaily to proceed to tho 
scene of Hic crime, which was recug- 
nizod at once by all pre.-^cut as an old 
tumble down ell of a f;irmhousc, long 
disused, wiiioh in tho tunes of a few 
years back had been notorious as a 
low liouso of entertainment. The dc 
teclivo went over Ilioroiigiilv with Miss 
Ilackett the descriptions of the piil- 
er.s, and then calling ;it the imlice, sla- 
tiou look two men with liini and drove 
to the jdace >leH«’ril)ed , 

Hero the fir<t. of what proved to be 
a hiartling series of .surprises was ly¬ 
ing 111 wait for him. ’J’lic bouse was 
in ilie possession of a man and wife 
who were, to usi' bis own wonl.s, ‘‘so 
.simple tliat lespectabilitv stuck out all 
over them.’’ They' said they had been 
living there six weeks and never had 
seen anv voiing lady during that lime. 
They’ recognized tlo* dcscriprions of Hie 
I>copl''. w.antctl. however, as tliose of the 
family who had lived there before them, 
a man .'iiui wife ami '•on ;ind step¬ 


daughter; but these were now in Can¬ 
ada, 400 miles awav, and had been for 
a long time—montlis, they were sure. 
The de,l:pctivo asked to sec the prison 
room which, according to Miss Ilaek- 
ett's memory of tho place, mast bo 
the back chamber at the left of the 
hall. There be found tho bare slanting 
floor, tho cheap frowsy paper, tho brok¬ 
en pitcher on the stand, the one chair 
and the filthy bed sagging in the cor¬ 
ner. But there was no firetilnce. and 
it was self-evident that there never 
ii.'id been any bars at the windows, of 
which there were two instead of only 
one. Besides, the stairs from tho hall 
did not lead past the kitchen, for that 
was in the rear, and the onlv’ stairs in 
the .building were those which ran di¬ 
rectly up from the front door. 


police. Eighteen different persons of¬ 
fered to take their oaths that this 
family, whose name was Grove, all of 
them sellers of clothespoles cut in the 
woods—when they did aiivtbing—had 
been in tho town of Molv’neaux. Cana 
da, on the diet day of August, 400 
miles from Roxley, and some were 
sure they had been there for weeks, 
remaining until lured over the border 
into the state and arrested. One man 
had traded a cheap horse with tho 
eon the 30th of .August, being sure of 
the date because it was the same day 
on which his cow choked to death. A 
woman had bought poles of the father 
on the 31st. Indeed, si.T different per¬ 
sons had traded w’ith some member of 
tho Grove family, in Canada, on that 
I dav, and could fix the date positively. 


testimony to your skill that can’t be 
disputed. The case is already famous, 
attention has been widely’ attracted to 
it, and if you can succeed in disen¬ 
tangling the snarl nobody would ever 
again doubt vour ability to compel the 
rierson v’ou look at to tell the trultv 
Will you do it?” 

Dr. Fvirnivall smiled indulgently’. 
Whether or not hia power was doubted 
did not greatly afflict him. But there 
was interest in his manner as ho leaned 
forward in his chair and regarded the 
voung lawyer through his colored 
glasses. 

“You are a lawy’er,” he said, “and 
the name of Sir John P.aget should be 
familiar to y’ou. Doesn’t this case re¬ 
mind you of something?” 

The lawver sat a moment thinking. 
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The detective nilihed his chin and 
blin’ucii ills lit He gray evi-.--. 

“Slic was conf'u.sed.' ’ lie said to hi.s 
iiiPii. “.'111(1 coublii’t be exitfi Ied to gel 
everything .tiisl right Hut it must he 
tho place, for hero’s tho tbxir ail as 
she s.ipI it was. and the i>itchor on the 
Bland, and the- nasty be(l. the lorn wall- 
piqior and tho cold, sootv, danii) air. 
How .-.ho oouM ifiiagiiio a lireidao,- gels 
iiio, but if Ihoro w.'Hii't unv lion' whore 
did she pu'l th:it okl .pii'ket. .'ind skirl 
out of? Thou she says there was only' 
one wiiwlow in the room whore she was. 
and licre s two—nnil no bars on either 
of oiii. .aii<] IK) sigus that Iboro eier 
wa®.” 

Tlo'y pioki'd into every o.iriKvr and 
(’rm k in the building. Imt found no 
room with a lire)>l(iec in it, no window 
that showed signs of li.'iving boon 
btirrod. Tho puzzled otlioer nduinod 
to .Mr. Haokett « and agtun (HKSfionod 
tlip daughter, .'’^he was iiosirivo that 
she had tioscribod her prison and jail 
ors correctly, snggosling that he had 
soarcliod the ^^r(lng hou'-e But he 
know that ilo-ro was no other idaoo 
in that section of tlio country which 
would .It all aiiswor her description. 
Then there was the low family', the 
foriiior oc( iiimnt.s— sIk' Ii.'kI given a 
strikingly ox^cc word pictiire oi' thoin. 
■SIk' must have .soon tli(3m iii I heir 
homo, vvhfroyor it w.is, for her ac- 
. ouni of their domestic life had bei n 
a.s •dociiratc as her dcscrijition of their 
)iersoiis. 

Wliile a secret eye wap ko)it on the 
ai)i>arcntly rcsi>ectablt' ooiiplo now oc¬ 
cupying the tumble-down lumse, the 
absent family were tr:icko(| aricsted 
and coufronted with Mi.'-.s Haokoii. At 
the first glinqi.se of them she f.'iinlod 
’I'hi.s t?tTci.t of Ilieir presence on her 

..1 all present of their guilt. 

atol they Were hustloi.l riw.iy to jtiil. 
ouch of them |>rotesfing by all th.'it is 
sacred that ho or she had never l.nd 
eyo.s oil tho young ladv before tliat 
inomonf. Why, they ha<li)’l been in 
the slate siuco .\j.iil a f.-o-t which they 
coubl bring any (piaiiiity’ of witnos.'jos 
to prove. 

Indeed, in a few days, as tho case 
began to attract attention, corrohora- 
rioii of H)i-( lattoi' -tati'ineiit began 
to iioar in to ‘.he newspapers and the 


each of th(*m bv a moans of his own 
.\ grocer had sold them goods right 
along for weeks, covi'iing the wliide 
time during vvliicli they were aeoused 
of holding the ]*risoner, lie Iind iiiadir 
no charges, so had not set down dates, 
but would take Ins oath he was right. 
.V (b'litist l)a<l e.\tracte(| .m acliing 
tooth for OIK" of the women about the 
Jsl of Sei>t('mbcr. He k('pl mt book.'-, 
but was positive of the d:ilo within a 
day or two. 

SVlicn these wilnos.'-es for the ao- 
ciist'd had had (heir say for two or 

throe (lays protest at ioiis began to ap- 
](ear on the other side .\ dozen per¬ 
sons had st'en mcmber.s of llio tnlio iu 
Roxb'.v during Hie lirsi part of Se)item- 
her. .•’^oinc li;i<l spoken with them mere¬ 
ly; others had lioiiglit poles; more had 
heard the w (dl kiiov\ u .sounds of their 
carousuig.-v ;i- liiey passed the iineaiiuv 
house at night. OiK' man had traded 
a horse iviili Ihe father iii Koxley on 
the .--ame dav on which fho man 40(i 
miles away iiiid Ir.'ided ,a horse with 
the son. \ Ivo.vlcv’ matron declared 
that the older woman had washed for 
her on the (list .Monday’ in .'September. 
•XiioHier li-'id hired the sou to em|>t.V 
her a-li b.'irrels on the Hth. I 

Then c.'iini’ tho evi(l( iu'e which it j 
would seem must remove all doubt. \ , 
p..)rn(' oilicer in Ivoxley, who had 
known the Grove family for years, les- I 
lilied that on the onl of .September , 
he had arreptPil Hie obler woman for ■ 
drunkenness .'uid loeki'r] her iii>. Her ' 
name was on (ho station blotter on I 
Hiat d.H.e, I 

It was at this pinelnie, while Hie .-is I 
tonishiiig war of conrii.'fing teslinionv : 
was at its height. the entire Grove 1 
l:iinilv being in jail, and Miss Ilackett 
sv> si( k that all ref. rence to the e.'ise 
in her presence; was .strictly’ forbidden, 
that a voung l.'ivwer c.ilb;.l ou Dr 
l•'urniva^l and, telling him the story, 
said that he hn(l be* u r( taiued by the 
Groves, that Ik* beli(''veil in llioir in- 
noecnco. and vi.sbcd Hk' dm'tor to as¬ 
sist him with lii.s iiiiique power 

‘•Interview these contradielory wit 
ne.sses,’’ lie urged; “ liy pnotizo t liem, 
put Hie qiie.stioii to them all, ami llien 
if veil can g"-l a .straight story from 
them, if whut each s.ays corrobor.ates 
what every other says, y(ju will have 


Tli(*n Ills face briglitened with surprise 
aud ideasure. 

“ Wliv, vou're right; ’ lie r-xclaimed. 
•‘ Hagct’s account of the Elizabeth Can¬ 
ning mystery! This is a reincarnation 
of it ill flic essential details—rlio ab 
ducted girl tile old inn, the accused 
f.imilv, the coniradictorv witnesses. 
Where was my head, that I didn't think 
of it before?” 

“Still,’’ the doctor smiled, ‘'vvli.at 
good vvoubi It have dom? you to re- 
moniber it ? No decision was pv’or 
reached in her (tise It is still a mvs 
t(.rv. Have vou anv theory'.as to the 
truth of that matter, any theorv that 
would help you in this tire.sent atVuir?’’ 

“^Vhy. no, I can't say [ have. IIow 
could I—wlif-n it was given up bv the 
most brilli.ant b'gal minds of the dav. 
men who .•studied the case at Hu; time 
and exaniiiicd tho witncssis on both 
si'les? If they roubln t i.enelraie Hot 
mystery, iiovv could a mini at this late 
dav ox|', 0 ('.t to do so?’’ 

‘ Human nature is ulwavs one. in its 
vagaries as well as in its uuehangenble 
bases.’’ said Dr Funivall, ‘‘No law¬ 
yer, no man, who is familiar with the 
vv It ne.sp-.stand, should be snrpri.'ied at 
the eontlicling, contrmlicldiv cliaracler 
of these .s('vrral testimonies, which seem 
so pn-postcrous to the lav man. ll<: ha- 
soi'ii the like tun oiteri- He.sifie the fact 
tli.it men eiijuv .irgiiim nl, ;iiid wi'l often 
enter on -u I'onI roversv nien'Iv bevausc 
somelK.iilv lias taken tin' ol'm-r -ide, it 
is Iminnii nature to be so sure of so 
many things that arc not so What 
our intellect reports to us from without 
depends largelv on wli:ii we have with¬ 
in—ill oiir miiKl-^dopend.s on what wc 
know Taki' this Grove woninn now. 
Assume that she real).,- was tmi miles 
away at the tirin', as she claims w.is the 
tact h’roni vonr kiiowlclge of jioliee 
methods tierhai's vou ciin sa.v how In-r 
naiiK.; could appear on tin Roxley blot 

t.-r that morning?’’ 

‘■WelJ. unless some drnnkon woman 
gave an a<siiined name—’’ 

“ Nonsense! The coincidence would 
be Ion much strained. There are vari 
oils ways in which ii could occur, but 
eonsid'-r the tnost tiatural one, the one 
most 111 .'icconi-uiico wiih hiimau nature 
ami Hio eiiciinistances. This policeman 
had known tho (Trove woman for vears, 
he says, but i>eraaps only by sight— 


had known her as a vagrant as far 
off as he could see her, but never bad 
met her face to face and looked keenly 
at her. He arrested some poor stray 
who was too maudlin to give any name, 
and to save trouble for himself in look¬ 
ing her up, or perhaps because he reallv 
thought she was the Grove woman, he 
himself gave the name to the desk 
man. It wins a matter of no consequence 
one wav or another. >She would be ro- 
I leased in the morning and nothing more 
would be heard of her. If the familv 
really were absent at the time that is 
the most rational expl.anation of the 
incident, according to whut we know of 
police probabilities—.vou as a lawyer 
and I as a penologist. That if might 
be 80 is reason enough wh.v we should 
not consider the evidence of the blot¬ 
ter coucIii«ive. as a lavm.an, to his con¬ 
fusion, would unhesitatingly do. What 
we find accords with what we know 
We must carry the truth with us in 
order to find it at the end of the jour¬ 
ney ” 

“Then you will interview these wit¬ 
nesses— 7” began the lawx-er. 

“I will read the riddle; I promise 
that,” the doctor interrupted. “I al- 
wa.vB had a theorv of that Canning 
m.vstery, and am interested in this case 
because I wish to test the theorv. The 
answ’er to the one conundrum will prove 
to be the same one I have given to 
that or I am woefully mistaken.” 

The lawyer arose much gratified. 

“Here is a list of the wttnesBcs. with 
their addresses, who declare against the 
familv.’’ he said, producing a slip of 
paper and laying it, together with his 
card, on T]je desk. “Will you notify 
me, so that I may be present when 
you examine them 7“ 

“When I examine them vou shall be 
there.” 

If there was a drv intonation of the 
doctor’s voice the lawyer did not no¬ 
tice it, for he was alreadv hurrying 
out .at the door, pursuing the general 
plan of voung professional men who. 
having nothing to do, .seize every op¬ 
portunity to convey the impression that 
they are rushed with business 

But before he could whollv disappear 
Dr. Furniv.all c.alled him back. 

“Wait a moment.” he said. Writing 
a few ‘-cntciices on a sheet (‘if paper he 
sealed it within an envelope and handed 
it to the lawyer. “There is onlv one 
.solution of this problem,” he continued, 
I “and it is given here. It is a'.so the 
solution of the famous Elizabeth Can¬ 
ning problem. Do not read it until to¬ 
morrow noon ” (“That will keep you 
out of the wav the necessary length of 
time.” he concluded to himself.) 

At 11 o’clock the next morning Dr. 
Fiirnivnll was being introduced to Mr. 
Ilackett bv that gentleman’s familv 
pli'.® ciaii. Dr Crosbv. 

”1 have brought Dr. Furuivall to see 
I vour daughter, Mr. Haokett,’’ he said. 
“How does she seem today?” 

“Why', the same ns usual, I think,” 
Mr. Hackett answered, somewhat star¬ 
tled, looking quickly at the two doc¬ 
tors. “.She is nearly all right as long 
as tho forbidden subject is not men 
tinned—somewhat downhearted and 
nervous—that seems to be all. Have 
you any reason to fear complications— 
or—or anything serious?” 

“I am sure she has some burden on 
her mind, and I look to Dr. Furnivall 
to relieve her of it,” Dr. Crosbv an 
swered. 

I “Burden?’’ Mr. Hancheft questioned. 
I quickly, .anxiously rcg.arding him. 

“Yes. There arc some omissions and 
I inconsi.stencies in her testimony relat 
’ ing to that affair which indicate a pe- 
j euliar .state of mind, u stare that we 
I must learn in order to bring back her 
full strength and he.alth. Dr. Furnivall 
j has had such a wide and thorough ex- 
. perie.iice in such cases that I should ex¬ 
pect much fpim bis seeing her.’’ 

“Oh,’’ Mr. Hackett hastened to say, 
•'I have all confidence in vou. Dr Cros¬ 
by, and can trust vour ad'ice. It can 
do no harm, of course.” 

He gj.’inced with curiosity at Dr. Fur- 
niv.'ill, vsho volunteerixl a trifle 
bmsquclv; 

‘ ‘ It will cure her.' ’ 

The daughter, when they entered Ihe 
room, was h ing on a couch reading She 
aiipoareil listless and weak. There was 
neither color in the naturally beautiful 
face nor siiarkle in the black eves She 
greeted lier visitors with forced bright 
ness, saving to Dr. Furnivall as she 
gji*" him her hand; 

“You are a stranger in Roxlo.v. 
aren’t you. Dr. Fiiriiivull? We all of 
us know OKcli other here, you see, and 
a newcoriier is alway.s siieli a great 
matter of interest and .siieciilalion to 

u.s. So provincial, isn’t it 7’’ 

Tho doctor, who was wearing his 
j thick colored spectacles, removed 
them, looking into her eyes as he an¬ 
swered 

“Yes. you might call me a str-mger 
here, though I have often ridden 
through Hie town in niv motor. .A 
chariiiiiig little pl.ice—pisl Ihe right 
di.staucc from the city, too. for a bust- 
ni'ss man's residence. And so quiet! 
i It is remarkable that in so staid, re- 
! spectahio a villagi- such a romantic 
j adventure as yours could happen When 
j did you first see tho man Grovesf” 

J Mr. ll.'K'kett tnade a hurried iiios’c- 
, iiK'iil of warning as the speaker's 
i wdi'd.s began to take the forbidden di- 
j rciMioi), but Hr. <’rosb\' (otiche(l his 
I arm. giving him a reassuring shake of 
I Ihe he,id 

j “He knows wlint he's about.’’ he 
•v.liisper( (l. “Don’t interrupt. It's for 
her good.’’ 

The .voung Indy’s eyes were in Dr. 
l'’uriiiv:ill's as he spoke, and •-»'a>lually 
a;-: ho woiil on her nioldh' face passed 
through a strange ^ ariery of expn-s 
sions—nervoiisne.<-.<, excitement. per- 
ple.xity, earnestness, pe.'icefulne-:?. and 
tinall.v. as lie tiiiislicd, settb-d into deeii 
introspection. .And she answered at 
ou('n in a iiioc’nauicril (Oioc wh(ill\ de¬ 
void of intlection, like the deaf mutes 
who have been taught t(3 iiniiato 
I speech: 

•‘The first time I saw him.’ It ‘was 
I in this room, when he w.is brought to 
nie for ident itication.'' 

I Mr, Hm> kett st.'ir’.ed forward with an 
: exckiiii.'iiion. but Dr, < rosb'c again re- 
i asMired him with a look and a wkis- 
1 pried word. 

' * • Listen,'' he sai'l. ‘' Don t niak(' a | 

J movement. Much depetuls mi her be- 
■ ing abl*^ to coucciitrate her tliotighls. 
Don't (listrar-t her mind.’’ 

Dr. Furnivall went on i 

i “Huw W(>ro vo.i able to iie,«cribe him I 
and hi.s family, aiol even his former 
home, .-(o truthfully. no\ or having seen 
either them or it ? ’ ’ 

“WliN,’’ .slie answered, readily. “I 
had seen a de.scription of the famil.v 
and Hieir resort m tlie newsiiapors 
long ago. when it w;is raided by the 
police. The details, oi some of them. 
improsse(l themselves on my mind—it 
wa.s all so frightful, so vile, I could 
not forget it.’’ 

“Yes, but why did you accuse them 
of abducting you?” 

• ‘ I was conincllcd to have some ex 
cuso for my .aosenco. .■\nd I thought 
th.at to accuse tbeni would do no harm, 
they were so far away—for I knew 


I they were in Ganada. I was very much 
alarmed, and very’ remorseful, when I 
found that they were arrested. I did 
not know what to do. for I was re¬ 
solved that they should not suffer on 
my' account. Vet I could not. confess 
to tny stern father—he would annihi- 
late me D ns the horror of this posi- 
! tion that has ma(le me .sick.” 

I “You would not confess? Gonfess 
what? Tell me the real atorv of your 
absence.’’ 

“I—(|o—ndt—think—T—can.” she 

answered, slowlv “That is, I don't 
know why T dul it. I know only that 
' I often have felt as if I should like 
to run awav, as Vioys sometimes do. 
i and enjoy life out in the world, free 
from social amenities and restraints. I 
have always been required to seem so 
. prim and re.-,pectable! Often it seemef] 
ns if I Rliould fly—it was all so deadly 
' tame. My father will not allow m(3 to 
associate with the young people of 
' Roxley He says they’ have the bree<l- 
, ing aud manner.' of barbarians. I have 
( been alone and very unhappy’ all my 
; life since mv mother died, and that 
; evening as I lefi. the postoffice an 
j aiiiomoViile came along with .a merry 
! party in it, one of whom was Lillian 
: Farness, an old schoolmate of mine, 
now an actress. .And somehow I found 
my.self in the car with them rushing 
toward Hie city. They were very jollv. 
and enjoying it immensely I forgot niv 
duty. It seemed as if I had suddenly 
b(?en east hack into some past, period 
of iny existence and was iu the midst 
of ('.ompany whoso manners were per¬ 
fectly familiar to me. The life T had 
liveti in Roxley was present in mv 
thought only ,as a bad dream. Hiiw bad 
1 I ever endured it .Vfter we arrived 
in the^ eity I lived with Lillian, and 
wo h.ad the most delightful times, cook 
I ing our own food in our room, going 
I ab'Viit nitliniil chaperons everywhere— 

I oh. I* wa.s heavenly after my dreary im 
j tiri.-,nnment in my father's house! But 
iTillian obtained an engagement which 
I took her away, and without ‘her I be 
gan to feel homesick and sorry’ for the 
> step I hud taken. I dared not return 
I to mv father, .and I could only stay’ 
I where I was. But very soon my money 
. and jewelry were gone’, and the lodging 
I mistress, who reg:irdO(l niv escapade as 
a great .joke, helped me to make up a 
story’ TO tell, gave me some frightful 
old clothes in tdacf' of my own. made 
i me take some kind of a "drug to give 
j all possible color to the story , rubbed 
' soot and dirt over iny face and hands, 
I .and .pist before davlight in the morn* 
I ing had me taken in an automobile to 
I Roxley’ and laid Vicside the road. 

where I must be seen and carried 
I homo by’ those who go on the carlv 
I train.'' 

This astonishing confession had pm 
ceeded despite Mr. Hackett, who had 
done his best to reach l>r. Furnivall, 
and. it seemed, throttle him. Dr. Crosby 
j throwing his arms around him and put- 
1 ting forth all his strength, manageij to 
j hold him until the end. .As the girl 
finished. Dr. Fiirnival! turned to the 
I apoplectic father, saying with profes 
I sional calm 

! “This is a c.ase of atrivisiii as I sup- 
j po5e(l. .A progenitor of yours. Mr 
I Ilackett. was a rake in bis youth, as you 
I are aware, and verv uatiirallv a strain 
of his deviltry has filtered down into his 
descendant. It i® a disease, a disease 
which ymiir pighe-adediiess would have 
1 driven, in anvbodv but a girl as tine :is 
j vours, into «oinetliing fatal morally, 
j N'ow that she know.® that you have 
be.ard the true .story of her c.scapado she 
will fa'k freeh' with vou about it, if 
you will treat the matter broad-mind- 
1 ediv, and Hie talk will do both you 
I .aD(i lier a worM of gtjod. Take Dr. 

I Orosltv’s advice in the ease. Give him 
j hi.s bead, and he will I'revent anything 
I of the kind from occurring .again.’’ 

I .At that moment the young lawret 
was reading with atidit.v the letter 
which Dr Furnivall had given him the 
dav before. It ran; 

“The charge against your client 
Grove, will be withdrawn tomorrow and 
I he ,’ind his familv will be sent back t>‘ 

, Giinada well satisfied. Miss Hackett 
, will enter a sauilariiim for -a short 
i course of treatment. If vou have tin 
eves you niav read between these liuc- 
i tho solution of the ILickett mystery. D 
• IS all the ansi'er vou will cvi-r receive 
1 either to tin.-! or to that oHi(?r, that 
■ famous riivsterv known in law and medi- 
I cine as ‘The Elizabeth ('tinning (.'.ase.' ” 

; (Next w('(’k; “The Goincplenl Alan.’"' 













